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SUBJECT: NATO EXPERTS REPORT ON SITUATION IN EASTERN AND 
SOUTHERN ASIA 

REF: USNATO 2131 

IN RESPONSE TO REFTEL, BELOW ARE REQUESTED TALKING POINTS 
FOR MISSION'S USE DURING APRIL 27 NAC REVIEW OF SUBJECT 
REPORT AS WELL AS REVISION OF DRAFT TALKING POINT ON CHINA 
MISSION AUTHORIZED TO USE PROPOSED TALKING POINT 
REGARDING INDIA CONTAINED REFTEL. 

U.S. GROUND FORCE WITHDRAWALS FROM KOREA: 

-IN HIS PRESS CONFERENCE MARCH 9, PRESIDENT CARTER 
CONFIRMED HIS DECISION TO WITHDRAW U.S. GROUND FORCES FROM 
KOREA. THESE TROOPS, NUMBERING 37,000, CONSIST PRIMARILY 
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OF A DIVISION AND SUPPORT TROOPS. 

-THE WITHDRAWAL WILL BE GRADUAL OVER A FOUR TO FIVE YEAR 
PERIOD. WE ARE NOW STUDYING THE MANNER AND TIMING OF 
THE WITHDRAWALS, AND WILL CONSULT FULLY WITH THE ROKG 
AND SUBSEQUENTLY WITH JAPAN WHEN THIS REVIEW IS COMPLETED. 

US AIR FORCES WILL REMAIN IN THE ROK. 
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-THE WITHDRAWALS WILL BE CARRIED OUT IN A MANNER THAT 
WILL NOT CAUSE INSTABILITY ON THE PENINSULA. WE WILL 
CONTINUE TO STRENGTHEN ROK FORCES WITH THE GOAL OF MAKING 
THEM CAPABLE OF RESISTING NORTHERN AGGRESSION WITH OUR 
LOGISTIC, NAVAL AND AIR SUPPORT BY THE COMPLETION OF OUR 
WITHDRAWAL. 

-WE, OF COURSE, WILL MAINTAIN OUR COMMITMENT TO THE 
SECURITY OF THE ROK AND TO STABILITY IN NORTHEAST ASIA. 

U.S. -VIETNAMESE TALKS IN PARIS: 

— U.S.-SRV TALKS ON NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS BEGIN 
MAY 3 IN PARIS. THE US WILL BE REPRESENTED BY ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY FOR EAST ASIAN AND PACIFIC AFFAIRS RICHARD 
HOLBROOKE. THE TALKS FOLLOW THE RECENT SUCCESSFUL 
WOODCOCK COMMISSION VISIT TO HANOI, WHICH HELPED 
ESTABLISH A NEW CLIMATE FOR IMPROVING US-SRV RELATIONS. 
RESULTS OF THE TALKS WILL DEMONSTRATE WHETHER THIS CLIMATE 
CAN BE SUSTAINED. THE US INTENDS TO BE FORTHCOMING IN 
ITS PROPOSALS AND HOPES FOR A SIMILAR ATTITUDE ON THE PART 
OF HANOI. 

CHINA: 

-WE AGREE WITH THE POINT IN PARA 10 THAT ANTI-SOVIETISM 
IS STILL THE CORNERSTONE OF CHINESE FOREIGN POLICY. IN 
THIS REGARD, SINCE LAST FALL THE CHINESE MEDIA HAVE 
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TAKEN A MORE UPBEAT VIEW OF WESTERN RESOLVE, POINTING 
TO SIGNS OF GROWING WESTERN SUSPICION OF THE SOVIET UNION. 
NEVERTHELESS, HOPING TO PROMPT STRONGER ACTION TO COUNTER 
SOVIET INTERESTS, PEKING OFFICIALS RECENTLY HAVE AGAIN 
BEEN POINTEDLY REMINDING WESTERN VISITORS THAT NO GOOD 
CAN COME FROM EAST- WEST DETENTE. 


VANCE 
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